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The Tree of Life 1s a metaphor used to help us understand how living
organisms, past and present, are related to one another. Three major
changes have taken place as we’ve learned more about the world: 1)
humans used to be at the top but now we know we’re a part of life, not
apart from life; 2) the variety of microscopic organisms is more
appreciated; and 3) just above the base, the trunk weaves back on itself
though Horizontal Gene Transfer.
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